The Random Jottings of Donald Jay in Nelson in Pendle Lancashire . 


The Owd Dandy Shop Nelson Lancashire, 

Once upon a time in the town of Nelson Lancashire, there stood a small shop named "The Owd 
Dandy Shop". It was founded back in the year 1852 and had been in operation ever since. The 
shop was located near the center of town and was a popular spot for locals to purchase various 
goods. 

The owner of the shop, Snowy, was a peculiar man. He was known for his signature snow-white 
hair that he sported on his head. It was a mystery to many how his hair had turned so white at 
such a young age. Some whispered rumors that he had encountered the devil himself, while 
others speculated that he had seen a ghost. 

One day, a curious customer asked Snowy about his hair, and he revealed the truth about the 
source of his unique appearance. He confessed that he had indeed encountered the devil in his 
shop's back room. According to Snowy, the devil had offered him immense riches and success 
in exchange for his soul. 

At first, Snowy was tempted by the devil's offer, but he eventually declined. As a punishment 
for his refusal, the devil cursed him, causing his hair to turn white overnight. Snowy had been 
living with this curse ever since. 

Despite the curse, Snowy continued to run his shop, which had become quite successful over the 
years. Locals would come to him for various goods, from clothing to food items. Snowy had a 
keen eye for quality products, and his shop was well-stocked with the best of everything. 

As Snowy grew older, his shop began to fall into disrepair. His once-pristine shelves became 
dusty, and the paint on his walls began to peel. Still, Snowy refused to close down his shop, 
even as many others in the town had shut their doors. 

Years passed, and Snowy eventually passed away peacefully in his sleep. The Owd Dandy Shop 
remained closed for several years, but eventually, it was purchased by a new owner who 
reopened it. The shop still stands today, a testament to Snowy's legacy and the mysterious tale of 
his encounter with the devil. 


By Donald Jay 


Dandy Stone, Salem Chapel Steps, Scotland Road 

Place 

Nelson 

General notes 

Possibly named after William Radcliffe's Loom, Dandy Shops sold the local hand loomer's cloth 
before the big mills took over production. 


